TO:
Degree Completion Program Participants 

FROM:
Shawn Chiappetta, Assistant Professor of Mathematics
SUBJECT:
Math 270 Course Information

I am eagerly looking forward to meeting and working with you this next session.  Please note the following items as you prepare for our first class session.

1.  Read the first assignment in Statistics Without Tears (textbook)
2.  Complete the enclosed Mathematical Skills Assessment…this

     exercise is for you and me to evaluate your level of 

     mathematical skills and is a “no-risk” exercise.  You will be 

     able to complete some of the problems but perhaps not all of

     them…Don’t worry about it!  The results of the assessment

     will only be used to help me understand and prepare materials

     for our future classes—in other words, it is not part of any

     grade!

3.  If you have additional time and the desire… calculate the mean number of heads and standard deviation for the problem that follows (a statistical calculator or spreadsheet software will help immensely—Do Not Purchase Either for this Course!):

Six coins were tossed sixty-four times and the number of heads  (X-heads) was recorded after each toss.  The experiment resulted in the following frequency distribution.

X-heads
0
1
2
3
4
5
6

Frequency
1
6
15
20
15
6
1

DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM MATHEMATICS/STATISTICS

Mathematics 270

Shawn Chiappetta SC  115            575-2081 (Office)  332-7507 (Home)

Week #1
Number Systems




natural numbers

integers




rational/irrational

complex



Operations and Order of Operations with Rational/Irrational Numbers 

Statistics



central tendencies—mean, mode, median

Text Reading pp. 1-56

Week #2
Equations




linear



rational functions



Statistics




variance/standard deviation 
frequency distribution




binomial distribution

normal curve



Text Reading pp. 57-101



Distribute Final Examination Part I

Week #3
Statistics




sampling distributions



Text Reading pp. 102-154



Final Examination Part I Due

Week #4
Statistics




t-distributions


comparing samples



Text Reading pp. 155-190



Distribute Final Examination Part II

Week #5
The BIG PICTURE



correlation coefficients

review/summary



Final Examination Part II Due

Distribute Final Examination Part III—Due at first meeting of Research Class 

Course Text:

Rowntree, Derek.  2004.  Statistics Without Tears:  a primer for non-mathematicians.  Pearson Education, Inc., Boston, MA.  193 pp.

GRADING POLICIES:

Grades are based on the weighted averages of score categories (e.g., examinations and homework assignments).  Examinations are equally weighted into an average to comprise 70% of the total grade.  Homework assignments (approximately 5) are equally weighed into an average to comprise 30% of the total grade.

Examinations




70% of Total Grade

Homework Assignments


30% of  Total Grade

Homework may be retained by the student and submitted with the Final Examination—Part III or submitted upon completion during the five week course.  Credit for homework will be based on its completion.  Computations must be shown (show-your-work) to receive credit for assignments.  All homework will be due one week following the completion of the course.  Missing assignments will be computed as a score of 0%.  

Examinations will be distributed as indicated on the course schedule.  Examinations will not be conducted during the scheduled class period.  Students are expected to complete the examinations individually; however, homework assignments may be collaboratively completed.  Academic dishonesty
 (also see USF Student Handbook) will not be tolerated.  A student intently being academically dishonest will be dismissed from the class and issued a failing grade for the course.

Examinations will be due as indicated on the course schedule; other arrangements will be negotiated reluctantly by the instructor.  Any requested departure from the indicated examination schedule must be communicated to and negotiated with the instructor prior to any absence; however, his does not imply the examination will be unconditionally rescheduled.  Missed examinations will be computed as score of 0%.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:

This course is designed to encourage the development of the student’s ability to logically and analytically problem solve; to comprehend and work with mathematical and statistical systems; to appreciate and enjoy mathematics and statistics, and to understand mathematics and statistics roles in the fields of science, humanities and the professions.

This course reviews the fundamental concepts of elementary/intermediate algebra and statistics.  Students are expected to understand, integrate and analyze the operations, concepts, principles, theorems and proofs outlined in each of the daily topic areas summarized in the course schedule.

� 1Academic dishonesty is defined as an attempt by one or more students to use unauthorized information in the completion of testing materials; submission of work, themes, reports, drawings, laboratory notes, or other products prepared by another person; or, knowledgeable assistance to another student in the acquisition and/or use of unauthorized materials.  Such behavior is abhorrent and negatively affects the University community.  (See USF student Handbook)








